
Billingham International
Folklore Festival 
of World Dance

12th-20th August 2023

Telephone 01642 553220
www.billinghamfestival.com

Bulgaria – ‘Gotse Delchev’ Ensemble
Chile – Ballet Folklorico ‘Tupa Marka’
Colombia/UK – ‘Talentos’ Dance Company 
India – Heritage Dance Company
Mexico – Ballet ‘La Grana’ Beatriz Ramirez de Autlan,

Jalisco  n Mariachi Oscar Rosales  n Chirimea
Lopez Pena

Peru/UK – ArtPerUK
Philippines – ‘Baranggay’ Folk Dance Troupe 

‘Lahing Kayumanggi’ Dance Co. 
UK – Balbir Singh Dance Company  n Eliot Smith

Dance  n Fosbrooks  n  Newton Aycliffe Pipe
Band  n  ’Absolutely Legless’ musicians  n
Rebecca Perez Flamenco  n  Jenny & Ricardo Oria
Tango  n  Tap Shoes & Tutus  n  Respect Theatre
n  Billingham Ice Skaters

Concerts presented by Dianne Newman
BIFF Creative Team – Olga Maloney, Danielle Cutler,

Kathryn O’Donnell. 

HOW TO BOOK
ONLINE: www.billinghamfestival.com
You can book your Festival tickets online using your Credit/Debit
Card with Paypal Secure Payment or at the Billingham Town Arena
during the Festival week.
‘PAY WHAT YOU DECIDE’ INFORMATION  (PWYD)
In 2023 by the decision of Billingham Festival Board of Directors,
taking into consideration the current ‘cost of living’ difficulties, most
Festival Arena performances are priced on a ‘Pay What You
Decide’ basis, which means you don’t have to pay until after you
have seen a show! 
We want to encourage more people to come and see the festival
shows. ‘Pay What You Decide’ allows you to pay what you can
afford, rather than a fixed ticket price. 
Tickets are available to reserve in advance at £1 per ticket, which
will guarantee you a seat at the Festival Arena and priority entry to
the Arena. There is no obligation for you to pay until after you have
seen the show. You can then decide on a price which you think is
suitable based on your experience and what you can afford. 
All money collected will help Billingham Festival to secure its future. 
Please ensure you have arrived and collected your tickets 15
minutes before the show starts in order to secure your seats. At
the end of the show, you can decide what to pay, either by cash or
by card at the Festival Box Office located at the entrance/exit gate
of the Arena.  
BOOK DIRECTLY AT: 
Forum Theatre, Billingham www.forumtheatrebillingham.co.uk or 

Box Office: 01642 552663. Mon – Sat 10am - 6pm 
Middlesbrough Town Hall www.middlesbroughtownhall.co.uk or

Telephone 01642 729729

NOTES:
� Once purchased tickets cannot be exchanged or refunded. 
� In case of inclement weather, if the outdoor festival arena
concert is cancelled one hour before the start, the reserved
tickets will be refunded.

� Once a concert has started and has to be abandoned due to
unforeseen circumstances, beyond the control of the Organising
Committee, there will be no repeat performance.

� In the event of unforeseen circumstances the Festival
Organising Committee reserves the right to make alterations to
the published programme of events and appearing groups.
For any queries please email: info@billinghamfestival.co.uk

Book your tickets on-line at:

www.billinghamfestival.com

BIFF Children’s Club 
Date    Time  Group  Venue  
Sun 13th Aug     11am Philippines *Func on Room
Mon 14th Aug   12pm Colombia *Func on Room
Tues 15th Aug   11am India *Func on Room
Wed 16th Aug   11am Chile *Ac vity Hall
Thur 17th Aug   12.30pm Mexico *Ac vity Hall
Fri 18th Aug   11am Bulgaria Fes val Arena 
Sat 19th Aug      11am UK *Ac vity Hall
Sun 20th Aug     11am Peru *Func on Room

*Func on Room and Ac vity Hall are located at the Forum
Leisure Centre, please ask at recep on for direc ons
£1 per day; £5 for all 8 days 

Interna onal Youth Dance Workshops  
Date                       Time  Group  Venue      
Sun 13th Aug      12pm Philippines *Func on Room
Mon 14th Aug   1pm Colombia *Func on Room
Tues 15th Aug   12pm India *Func on Room
Wed 16th Aug   12pm Chile *Ac vity Hall
Thur 17th Aug   1.30pm Mexico *Ac vity Hall
Fri 18th Aug   12pm Bulgaria Fes val Arena 
Sat 19th Aug    12pm UK *Ac vity Hall
Sun 20th Aug   12pm Peru *Func on Room

*Func on Room and Ac vity Hall are located at the Forum
Leisure Centre, please ask at recep on for direc ons
Age 7-14
£5 per day; £20 for all 8 days 



DAY BY DAY PROGRAMME
SATURDAY, 12TH AUGUST

1:30pm Parade of Nations – Through Billingham Town Centre Billingham FREE
2:00pm Opening Ceremony, Newton Aycliffe Pipe Band, Tap Shoes & Tutus, Festival Arena PWYD*

‘Union Reel’ Opening Dance. Billingham
Opening Gala Concert featuring all International Dance Companies.

8:00pm International Concert featuring India, Philippines, Chile & Bulgaria Festival Arena PWYD*
Billingham

SUNDAY, 13TH AUGUST

MONDAY, 14TH AUGUST
1.00pm Philippines Bandstand B’ham FREE
2:00pm International Concert featuring: Respect Theatre, Festival Arena PWYD*

Philippines, India, Bulgaria & Colombia
8:00pm International concert featuring: Colombia, Philippines, India Festival Arena PWYD*

TUESDAY, 15TH AUGUST
1.00pm India Bandstand B’ham FREE
2:00pm International Concert featuring: India, Colombia, Chile, Bulgaria Festival Arena PWYD*
7:30pm ‘The Two Fridas’ featuring Mexico & Philippines, with participation of Chile & Middlesbrough All Seats £5

Colombia Town Hall Courtyard

WEDNESDAY, 16TH AUGUST
1:00pm Chile Bandstand B’ham FREE
2:00pm Bulgaria & Mexico Darlington Town Centre FREE
2:00pm Family Concert – ‘Juanita’s Magic Quest’ by Colombia, with participation of Festival Arena PWYD*

Philippines, Chile & The Taste of Africa
8:00pm International Concert featuring: India, Bulgaria, Mexico & Philippines Festival Arena PWYD*

SATURDAY, 19TH AUGUST
1:00pm India Bandstand B’ham FREE
2:00pm International Concert featuring: Fosbrooks, Chile, Philippines, Peru & Mexico Festival Arena PWYD*
8.00pm ‘A World of Weddings’ concert featuring all international dance companies Festival Arena PWYD*

SUNDAY, 20TH AUGUST
4.00pm Farewell Gala Concert & Closing Ceremony featuring all international Festival Arena PWYD*

dance companies

2.00pm Philippines Middlesbrough Mela FREE
3:30pm Colombia Bandstand B’ham FREE
4:00pm Family concert featuring Tap Shoes & Tutus, Colombia, Chile & Mexico Festival Arena All Seats £1

THURSDAY, 17TH AUGUST
12:00 noon India                                                                                                    Low Grange Com Centre, B’ham FREE
1:00pm India                                                                                                              Port Clarence Labyrinth FREE
1:00pm Peru Bandstand B’ham FREE
2:00pm International Concert featuring: Peru, Mexico, Bulgaria & Chile Festival Arena PWYD*

8:00pm ‘Day of the Dead’ celebration by Mexico, with participation of Peru & Chile Festival Arena PWYD*

FRIDAY, 18TH AUGUST
1:00pm Bulgaria Bandstand B’ham FREE
2:00pm International Concert featuring: India, Peru, Bulgaria & Mexico Festival Arena PWYD*
7:30pm World Dance Gala Concert featuring all international dance companies Forum Theatre All Seats £12

Billingham Concs £10

The Dance of Time
is the theme of 
Billingham Festival 
2023. 
Inspired by 
Salvador Dali’s 
‘The Dance of Time’ 
Sculptures

NOTE: *PWYD – Pay What You Decide – Please see the information on ‘How to Book’ part of this leaflet.


